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Sit in her Arbour all alone, 


May ſooth you with their Tales and 
Canarp Birds with artful Throats 


The Blackbird's Tak 


Good old Blackbird, whoſe Retreat 
Had long been near a Noble Seat, 
Seeing the Miſtreſs. of 25 Dome 


In Humble manner to her came, 
And thus accoſts tbe penſive DAME. 
MADAM, yon know, | and my Mind, 


Have been your Birds Time out of Mind ; 


Not Summers Heat, nor Winters Storms, 


Nor Fowlers Gins, nor Night Alarms, 
Could fright us from our Native Place, 


Or force us to cert your RA a F 


We never have you yet Betray d, 
But (till have ſalfer d, or obey d. 


Then pardon me whilſt 1 "we 
What much concerns you now to hear. 


Parrots, and Jays, and chattering Pts: 


Jes; 


Amuſe you with deluding Nate, 
And other Birds, more Falſe than they, 


May fing; as Soldiers fight, for Pay. 


But ſhould you want em, take my Word, 


They'll all forſake you, to a Bird. 
The Birds in your own Gardens bred, 


And near your Manſſon hatch'd and fed, 


Whoſe: Honeſt Undeſigning Hearts 
Are Proofs againſt all Trios and Arts. 
„ * Such Birds have no vile Ends in view, 
Rue now and pays! will be true, 
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"Fa all (as,! bers © Pane d happen well; 


e | 
low comes it then, that here I ſew 
A mt amphibious Progeny : 3 4 
And oniy Strangers in the Place 
Your Native Birds were wont to ra 
The LINE and the chearſul v4 


That us'd to chant around your Park, 
 Theffweer Tongu'd Finches, and the Thraſh, 


That have fo oft charm'd every Buſh, | \ | 


Can hardly find a Twig to ſing. 
Their gratetul Welcames to the Spring. 


The Night ingals and faithful Does 
Have all lorſook your Springs and Groves, 


And im their ſaddeſt Notes compalin 


Of your Unkind and Harſh Diſdain. 


Poor Robin-Redbreaft and the Wren, 
Birds that aſſbciate moſt with Men. 


Have lefc your Houſe, and are all gone 


To ſome; more Hoſpitable Dome. 

Nay, even your COCKS, of H gh Renown, 
That have ſo many Battels won, | 
Neglected, lay their Weapons by, 

Aid habe no Pꝛoſpects, but to dye; 
« Their cunb and Gigs that were ſo red. 

Are now grown Pale and withered : 

Whild Dungrils revel in your Peas, 
And hali-bred Cravens tread your tens 


Oh Madam! whald "i og yonr Gran. 


| Could cer have ſuſfer d ſuch a Change / 
| Inſtead. of Birds and Fowls of Ule, 


That have ſo long adorn'd\your Houſe, 
Now Jatckbaws on your Tarrets prate, 
And Rooks now manage your E/tate; 


D-vouring Crows perch on the Oak 


Where be. Janes RAVENS us to croat, | 
And FOR: their baading Beaks forerel 


Buzzathg 


1 bs "4 W 
Buzz ards and Kites with pointed Claws, 
Nw mangle and pervert your Laws, 
And Dawks or Coats, with addle Pates, 
Are Senators and Mag:ſtrates ; / 
The Ringäcberg, curte on the Brood, 
That luck d vaur Noble Grandfire's Blood, 
As uncontrolaꝗ as they can with, 
Pillage your Ponds, and ſteal your Fiſh; 
Bitterns and Þerns, with thieviſh Bills, 
Iafeſt your Bros, deſtroy your Eels, 
And on the Spa and cuch the F'y, 
As thev againſt the Current plie: 

 Sea-pi2s and Sulls your. Houſe ſy round, 
And all your Corn and Fruit confound ; 
 AndF Neign Birbs of che worſt Kind, ; 
To you are by. vour Fees configng, 
And juſt like ,Zrypt's Locuft's come 

laro Four very Log: 5 9 5 


1 ADA M, Fl can bear t . ſees 
The Moodpeczers. that kill vour Trees, 


Creep into each Hole, each Crauny watch, 


And there their pilfering voang Ones hatch · 
Thoſe little Vermin too, Tun⸗-ti s. 
Thu hv'd like Sharpers by their Wits. 
Now . S'ratt, and Swagger vp and down, 
As tho your Houle was all their own. 
A'] Sorts and Kinds of bitidus Fowis. 
And Birds of Night, even Baits and Ouls, 
Hither in dreadful Flocts reſort, 
And near your Manſion keep their Court; 
When other Birds are gone to fl:ep, 
H.xe they their M dnighe Revels kecp 3 
And ina wild contuſed Th. ,, 
To ding?ops Flights they train their Toung; | 


4 Ag there in Hellth Con, ul: 5 jovn, 


To ri ruin You and al your Li N 
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Obi MADAM; MAD. 4%, take my ; Word, ; 

1 am your true and faithiul Birds | 
if you permit theſe Uermin long, 
For you at laſt they ll grow too ſtrong. 

Then you'll reſtect, when 'tis too late, 
And you can only mourn your Fate. 
The Swans (Fove's Birds) have took their Flight, 
And all good Birds will leave you quite. 
Na, if theſe Meaſures you purſes.” 
Even FOYF himſelf will leave you too. 
Provok d too far, ar leaſt he muſt, | 
To Io, and to Himſelf be Joſtz 
And to their Power entirely leave you. 
Who now, | Ang UWays," will deceive You. 85 


The anxious DAMP, that dilent fat, 
And heard the honeſt Bird relate 

This, doleful TALE, replys ar laſt, . 

_ © Who can account for Follies paſt, E 

N you have faid, I Own is true, 

But cannot help my Self or you. 5 | 
And here ſhe ſi gh'd, and made a Pauſe— ee 
e Adbtte owe the Cauſe ; . of 
* 1 have been flatter'd, and cajoll'd, 

--.* Ang often, very often told, | of 
lf Cer you hope to gain your Ends, * 
— Careſs your Foes, and truſt your Friends: 
— Your Frieads no Diſreſpects can move, 
They! be your Friends, becaule 15 Wyo 
Bat if your Hef ſhould rake things ill, 
They'll be your Hes, becauſe they will, 

% Thete are a ſtubborn daring Fowl, 
* And ſhhuld they meet the leaſt 8 ntroul, 
To Art and Tumulis they would fly, 
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Wuh this old Uteleſs, Canting Slave. 


And lure, had you your ſelf been here, 
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be What then muſt be the Conſequence, | 
I leave to any Bird of Senle. 


« By this,- and fuch Advice ocriway d. 


85 1 gave Conſent to > be betray d. 


The Bird to this in haſte "OR 


| Good M 4 D 4 M1, hear our mu vai Cr: 5 3 


The Partriage, Pheſant, and ihe Quai, 
Fowls that were never known to tal, 
And all the Foult both Wild and Tame, 
Or good bor Food, or fit for Game; 
And evry Bird that has fo long 
Recorded you in grateful Song, 

Low at your Feer do proſtrate fall, 

And with one Voice for Juſtice call: 
And further, they declare by me, 
That if You will y our Dauer ce, 


And this pernicious Counſel "ſhun, 


Before both you and they're undone, 
They ll joyn, and powerfully aſſiſt y ou. 


Againſt all thole that dare reſiſt you. 


They had went on in. their Debate, 
But in their ſtalks a Fowl of State. 
A Deatock, whom the Innto fent 
10 watch which way the L 4D T went. 
Mu DAM, lays he, your Friends within, 
Admire where you fo long have been, 
Ard more, what Buſineſs you can have 


Oh! fays the DAME, he's told a Talg, 
„ That! in my Thoughts will long prevail 


* It would affect you much to hear. 


To this with S-crn the Fop rep 8, 
We know is Tales his Talent lies, 


Bat we his. Tales, and him 1 


wo 
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His fawcy Tales, what &cr they be, 
Will never weigh at all with me. 
Beſides, it is no proper Seaſon, ./ 
Yo hear theſe High flown Blaklir ls redſoii. 
u will bave Leifare cer tis ling, 
To liſten to their Tales, and Song. 


The pris lane Bird, that il could bea 
To hear this Pedant Dymineer.. 


. Replys, vain Sir, indecent Words, 
Do very ill become fine Birds. 


Manners end Aff ubilty, 


Stut belt with Bird. # Quality. 
Yer, give me leave ro tell you: plain, 
1} value yon not your high Diſdain. 
[f yon miſlead. this Noble D A M E, 


J and your Friends will bear the Blame. 1 


Let me adviſe you then to try 
No mare your Dang'rous Heights to fly, 
Leſt, thus ꝑrovok' d. we all agree 


„ To ſer our. inju;'d MISTRESS fre, 
And tip from you each borrow'd Plume, 


That yon to ſwagger in preſume. - 
Here the Bird itob'd, and bowing low, 


Hear me, ye Gops! this pondlrous Von 3 


May your SUCCESSION never fail. 

Nor Cromdes nor mpious Arms prevail ; 

But YOU and your llluſtricus DoxE, 
For many Ages yet to come, 

Freed from Falſe Friends aud Falſe Ae 

In Sp:tleſs FAME till higher rite, 

Till you ſh ll late aſcend the Skies. 

Ar "his the Haughty Peac ck ſtarred, 


"The | BIRD hopt off, and. fo they Ertel. 4 
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